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Z Introducing zim:
2 just a simple text editor

| Zim Demo - Zim (=] (=] [:2
File Edit View Insert Format Search Tools Go Help

Notes
Created Sunday 10 January 2010

Default view: a page in the notebook

This is zim with minimal gui elements, it looks just like a simple text
editor, but with inline formatting. |- - T Derne 2

File Edit View Insert Format Search Tools Go Help

b e [dacaa <i ==

So text can be bold italic or highlighted

Also zim supports intermnal and external links.

For example this is clickable: http://zim-wiki.org v Calendar < [2010]lCaIendarHCheckboxesl [Equations] [ Hul:as]
“ 2010
And zim supports lists Notes
* First item in a bullet list < Test Created Sunday 10 January 2010
» second item in a bullet list ;
Checkboxes This is zim showing all gui elements, it looks just like a simple text
As well as checkbox lists: Equations editor, but with inline formatting.

B some item that is done - Images So text can be bold italic or highlighted

™ sub item one Also 2i s internal and external link
. | Also zim supports internal and external links.
® sub item two | For examplepﬁhis is clickable: http:/fzim-wiki.org
[ And an open item
And zim supports lists
* First item in a bullet list
+ second item in a bullet list

Notes 0 Backlinks... INS None

As well as checkbox lists:
¥ some item that is done
® sub item one

The most basic view: just a page of text, X Sub item twol
more or less like notepad [ And an open item

MNotes 2 Backlinks... INS None




Wait a second - | thought
wiki was something else...

W vikpea e ree...

€ | 8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page EJ1~ €||Q Search w | B8 |_E_| 4+ = 8 =

WIKIPEDIA
The Free Encyclopedia
Main page

Contents

Featured content
Current events
Random article

Donate to Wikipedia
Wikipedia store

Interaction
Help
About Wikipedia
Community portal
Recent changes

Confact nane

Create account & Not logged in Talk Contributions Log in ||

Main Page Talk Read  View source  View history Search Q

‘ L. Wiki Loves Monuments: Photog
' Wikipedig

Welcome to Wikig

the free encyclopedia tha

4 ®

onument, help

5,

» Society

+ Technology
« All
portals

« Mathematics
Bphy e Science

In the news

The A Pici imi + A magnitude 8.3

Hendri n London on earthquake
September 18, 1970, aged strikes in the
27. In the days leading up to Pacific off the L



Wiki is a concept,
not a specific website

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WikiWikiWeb

Properties of a wiki:
« Easy to edit (,wiki wiki“ means ,fast")

« Simple text formatting, stored as readable text without
(to many) special codes

« Structure with multiple pages and hyperlinks (usually
page names are in CamelCase)

e The best of the ,web" without all the technical hassle

So what does ,desktop wiki“ mean ?

 |t's a desktop application for one user, not a public

website (but you can share ..) 5/34


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WikiWikiWeb

Zim in een nutshell

A desktop application

Zim Manual - Zim

( Structure with multiple files
and folders

ﬁ Help

File Edit View Insert Format Search Tools Go Help
|LT‘.;J'| Q { |i| aaeda <=0 = R= | Search q
Index ® < Version Control || Plugins | Help | Key Bindings | FAQ  Bugs | About|
About |About Zim
Bugs
FAQ
» Help as a LexL [1le WILN WIKI Markup, Pages can contaln UNks Lo otner pages, and are
+ plugins saved automatically. Creating a new page is as easy as linking to a non-
9 existing page. This tool is intended to keep track of TODO lists or to serve as
Start a personal scratch book. But it will also serve you when writing longer and
¥ Usage more complicated documents.

Collaboration
Creative Writing
Daily Journal
Getting Started
Getting Things Done
Publishing

A "desktop wiki" means that we try to capture the idea of a wiki, not as a
webpage but as a collection of files on your local file system that can be
edited with a GUI application. The main focus is a kind of personal wiki that
serves for all kind of notes: todo-lists, addresses, brainstorm ideas etc.

But we want to go further then just a wiki filled with random content. It should
also be possible to use you random notes as the basis for more structured
data: articles, presentations etc. Zim will not include tools to layout a
presentation or something like that, you should use your office suite of choice
for that, but it should be a tool that can deliver all the content for a
presentation in a form that only needs a template and some layout before
usage. Therefore certain features normally not found in wikis will be added.

One user

About hments 1 Backlink... INS H1

Text files with simple
formatting

ﬁ Plugins
] Usage

Abouk.bxk

| SarmnoA |

Bugs.txt

| SarmnoA |

FAQ.CXE

| SarmnoA |

. Help.kxt

| SarmroA |

ﬂ notebook.zim

Plugins.txt

| SarmnoA |

Stark.kxt

| SarmnoA |

Usage.txt

| SarmroA |

| ] About.kxk =

About Zim

**7im** aims to bring the concept of a wiki to your
desktop. Every page is saved as a text file with wiki
markup. Pages can contain links to other pages, and are
saved automatically. Creating a new page is as easy as
linking to a non-existing page. This tool is intended to
keep track of TODO lists or to serve as a personal
leecrateh book. But it will alzo =erve vou when writino

\

|
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% Part 1: different ways to
organize

* A notebook by topic
 Ajournal by day / week / month / ...
* Organizing with links, checkboxes & tags

« Complate example with project structure & GTD
flow

 Back to simple: distraction free editing

7/34



[ Demo ]

Exampe 1: a notebook
per tOpiC Start from scratch

Doesn't get much simpeler — you just create a page
per (sub-)topic:

e College or work notes
e Collections

This is how | started with zim: | got this huge load of
facts to sort out from different source — how do |
handle this?

8/ 34



Alternatives

Graphical mindmap tools,
another kind of outliner

VYM - View Your Mind

Map Edit

Format Vie

Settings

Gnome Outliner

View

File Edit Search Tools Help B E e + 9 ok < » B> S 2> 1=
. )
> @ AV =
MNew Open Save Qutdent  Indent Move Up Move Down
VYM Main features Advantages over others

Consectetuer adipiscing elit Disadvantages vs. others

Curabitur viverra ultrices ante
=~ Aliguam nec lectus
[ Praesent vitae risus

— Aenean vulputate sapien et leo.
Nu”am e..i.—mnA trwtmre i sanet S ad Facilicic anmanm im o nltmeae Framailla

pUFLS nis
Sed purus neq

“=And many, many,

< LLorem ipsum dolor sit amet t

‘Mindmapping tools post}M
.
Phasellus o

‘ ] ] c ‘ e | B 19 |
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= Suspendisse magna dui, porta in, condimentum at

. . v . Search: - & b i =
Molestie nec, augue. Quisque vulputate facilisis ipsum.

% . = i
Search Lk Ted  Tgol _# Lix from she bockiors

Fou directions, call Sam.
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In hac habitasse platea dictumst —
. — Saarch Tet  Took Delste  Motebook
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Outliners: great for brainstorming,
doesn't scale for longer, non-
hierarchical notes

Qruantumn Tic-Tac-Tes Dwcombar IT 0, 534 B
December 1T JHH, 530 PR
[ecember IT HAH, 258 Pt

[ecember 2T 2005, 1150 P

Extending Emaily
Tombay

Excyy bess

Tofak 14 notes

Ideal if you loe vim or emacs TomBoy notes: didn't exist yet at |

the time. The sticky notes format |
IS not structered enough for me.




The goal of zim:
Keep it simple, only
add the complixity you need

 Just a ,notebook” with text files
* No default structure you need to follow

 Functional formatting and images, but not as much
as an ,office” application

e Space and tools to use your own structure and
create your own work flow

Often less software is the solution, instead of more

10/ 34



Example 2:
A journal or logbook

pd

Zim Demo - Zim

File Edit View Insert Format Search Tools Go Help

4 aa

NN - R

=

a = [

Sunday 10 Jan 2010

Zim
Finalizing release

* Update website
* Take some new screenshots
» Upload sources
* Generate Ubuntu package
* Announce
* Freshmeat
* Launchpad
+ Mailing list

Calendar'- Zim

Sunday 10 January 2010

<

January > < 2010 >|

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

3 4 5 ©® 7 8 9
11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

Date:2010:01:10

[ Demo

Zim Demo - Zim
File Edit View |nsert Format Search Tools Go Help

Add journal to

demo

Monday 01 February 2010 < [checkboxes 2010 @
< February > <2010 >
SunMonTue WedThu Fri Sundav 10 Jan 2010
5 ‘=2 3 4 5 6 .
L Zim

O et Finalizing release

o0 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 9

Sl 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 || . Update website

=8 28 * Take some new screenshots
10 +» Upload sources

| = Generate Ubuntu package
~|| * Announce

v Calendar | * Freshmeat

- 2010 « Launchpad

w01 * Mailing list

|

MNotes
< Test

: Checkboxes

i Equations

i~ Getting Things Done -

Calendar:2010:01:10

0 Backlinks... INS None
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For some information just text
iIs nhot enough

E3 Zim Manual - Zim (5] [x]) .
File Edit View Insert Format Search Tools Go Help GraphVIZ

|_v“']| @ <; ‘7| a a a _& == l@ |£| E El | browser | webserver | database
< ‘.Calendar] |.Task Ijst| | Diagram Editor] | Pages || Equation Editor.| ‘ ‘

Some quick examples of the latex math syntax. For a complete reference see the
links below: D

-

c=\aZ 1 b 3 Insert Equation)- Zim &
POST /blog/commen| t

"1
[ Las .
L X
=1 INSERT comment o
= — >
f(x) = Z (X" L P H
n-0 <

—b+ VBT~ dac
Xya = % \int_{yinfty} ~ {infty} irac{1} {x} \, ]

abex k%

P Ry S WOk
Plugins:Equation Editor |View I__og|
Help | Cancel || OK

Latex

C F G C
fanm s s ] T jm—
/ \ N\ sin(R) 1 L N
\ / CO/S(X)“ i
R T i THH ]
/ /‘\ \ | /\ \ f /\ h 32 1 134211 21 3 32 1
/ /\ \ / \ ‘/ /\ X Frl F i y r r F A A F F A A r r F 4 F A A A F A A Fd F A A A F 4
[ \ / f / /\ (e C— S y d— i i i— - )
| \ / \ \ A7 I I L L I L I I I I I I I T I I I I I I I I I
| \ f / | \ | \ [J) | — — | |  — | — — | |  —
ERTE /’/ \‘ 0 . 2. .
/ Vo / \ \J \ A F & I i -
TRV ger 7] ] "
NAVAIENE UL ENES.YAV A | This is my song I like  tosing.

Gnuplot Lilypond

All these images are generated with external tools 12 /34
based on text input — output embedded in zim pages



Intermezzo:
Getting Things Done (GTD)

e A popular ,self management*
method

e Helps you think about tasks, action
lists and priorities

13/34
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Getting_Things_Done /


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Getting_Things_Done

% Key elements of GTD

e Task lists

- ,I've got 10 minutes behind my computer, what can | do?“

- ,,I'm going shopping tomorrow, anything | forgot last
time?“

o Trigger” lists

- ,remind me of this in about 6 months*
 Lists with projects and long term goals

- ,which things are important to me?*

- Lead to new simple (,actionable”) tasks

‘ Lists, lists and more lists

14 /34



There must be software
for that!

,GTD software” gives more than 800.000 hits on google
(By comparison: ,Mindmap software" about 1.100.000)

However, this is how the paper version
looks:

What is the minimal you need to
create a GTD work flow in zim?

The ,hipster PDA"

http://www.43folders.com/2004/09/03/introducing-the-hipster-pda 15734
http://bulletjournal.com/


http://www.43folders.com/2004/09/03/introducing-the-hipster-pda
http://bulletjournal.com/

= = ’ : D
Organizing with links, _Demo |
Working with task

checkboxes & tags ists

Choose what seems useful:

P4 Zim Demo - Zim [=][o][x]

File Edit View Insert Format Search Tools Go Help

e Links — and back-links ! i oé Facaa ei =@

< IEquatinns]IEquations}[Images”checkboxes]@@@ Notes
Task List

Zim can maintain task lists jsut using checkboxes in random pages.

 Checkbox for tasks, dialog o apanas s sty
WI t h total Ove rVI eW p e r Also see the page on Getting Things Done in the user manual...

So this list will show up in the dialog, together with lists from other pages.

notebook » —
[ Take some new screenshots @zim
[ upload sources @zim Filter: :} @ Filter 7 open items (1/6)

O Generate Ubuntl'J package @zim ’ Tags Prio ~ | Task Date Page
] Announce new zim release [d: 10/1] @zim
° * Freshmeat All

ags 1o group pages oy Launcrpad cropping || 0 Andan openitem @test
* Mailing list test 0  Take some new screenshots @zim Test:Task List
to I C e rS O n | ace [] Don't forget to set the alarm clock ! zim 0  Upload sources @zim Test:Task List
y y y was O Do gracery shoping [d: 11/1] @shopping 0  Generate Ubuntu package @zim Test:Task List
0  Announce new zim release @zim - Test:Task List
0 Do gracery shoping @shoppin Test:Task List

Test:Task List g v ping @shopping

It is up to you how you combine these components!

16 /34



% Complete example of project
structure & GTD flow

Best practices:
* Use the tasklist plugin for actionable tasks

« Use the journal plugin for daily or weekly overviews,
minutes, etc.

» Use several pages for lists of reminders, topics for
routine meetings, etc.

 |f you work on multiple projects: create a section
Jprojects” with materials per project

[ Demo ]

17 /34



% Back to simple:
L distraction free editing

Distraction Free Editing
Created vrijdag 18 september 2015

Voor als je even een wilt werken met een no-nonsens scher




% Zim as scrapbook
just try something

Pages & notebooks are ,cheap” — use as many
as you need to try something — delete them when
done.

For exampel use zim for brainstorming — before
you know it a structure starts to emerge

Or just to write something — when a real
document structure emerges you can always
export the content and continue with other tools




Part 2: customize zim to
your own work flow

The possibllities of ,free software*

Working with files
« Sharing notebooks with others

Custom scripts & Plugins

20/ 34



% The Unix way, ,,Software Libre“
& ,,Data libre”“

The Unix way Free software, free as in

- Do one thing and do it freedom

well — Open source code that

- Re-use other tools can be changed

- Open data that is not

— Text files as common )
locked In

ground

Software should work for you, not the other way
around

To achieve this you need ,seams"” in the software that

allow modifications
21/ 34



% nS€am“in zim

There are 3 ways to change zim

D
ZI

T
a

irectly modify the text sources of the notebook —
m will notice the changes and happily continue

nrough ,,custom tools* — scripts or other
oplications that are called from within zim

T

nrough plugins — python modules that change the

Internals of zim

22/ 34



Example of files as a ,,seam”
Use the rest of your applications

Demo - Zim

File Edit View Insert Format Search Tools Go Help
& < # aacaa - -

Distraction Free Editing | Home || Invader Zim

Openwith "GIMP Image Editor"
Open Folder Openwith "Image Viewer"
Openwith "ImageMagick (display Q16)"

Copy Link

Edit Properties Openwith "Firefox Web Browser

Openwith "ImageMagick (display Q16)"

Customize...

Select All

Invad... 0Attachments 23/ 34




% From one to multiple
users

Possibilities to work together:

 Completely synchronized: BrepBex Owncloud
« Controlled: Version control, Git and others

e Static: export as a website or latex document

24/ 34



% Synchronizing notes

Because zim notes are just texts files, you can use
any of the standard solutions:

 DropBox — not a ,free” solution, but convenient ...

 OwnCloud
* Your backup program of choice here

Zim Is build in the assumption that files can change in
the background — however it will not handle the
conflicts of multiple users editing the same page

25/ 34



¥51 Controlled sharing with
- version control

The latest generation of version control tools (like Git) are
decentralized: copies can be distributed and merged back as
you like without the need of a central main version

This iIs ideal for software source code, but also for notebooks
* Old versions of pages remain available in the archive

« Changed by different people are easily merged
26/ 34



% Controlled sharing with
version control

(& Zim Demo - Zim I x]]
Fi

le Edit View Insert Format Search Tools Go Help

The version control plugin @ fie¢ “acas ot ==

< Calendar 4 Versions - Zim =]

@ Complete notebook

can work with: BT

O Page:

"
— G I t | Select a version to see changes between that version and the current
"""" mages state. Or select multiple versions to see changes between those versions.

Sun 2010-01-10 21:06:13 +0100 Jaap Karssenberg <pardus@cpan.org=
B az aar Sun 2010-01-10 21:05:27 +0100 Jaap Karssenberg <pardus@cpan.org=

Rev A  Date Author

4

2

1 Sun 2010-01-10 21:05:07 +0100 Jaap Karssenberg <pardus@cpan.org=>

-
Fosil commen
Just demonstrating "Save Version"

— Mercurial - T

_ _ Dialog with version information
Any other version control system will

work as well I The plugin is just for
convenience 27 /34



Sharing a notebook as
a website ( Demo

p

Also here there are different options:

o Static HTML exported from zim

e Live server from zim

 CGI-BIN wrapper in webserver

In all cases you can use templates for export

When you re-build a static website with some
frequency ,the Unix way* would be to write a ,make*“

script that calls zim instead of using the dialog..
28/ 34



[ Demo ]

% c u Sto m too I S https://github.com/jaap-karssenb

erg/zim-wiki/wiki/Text2mindmap-c
ustom-tool

,Custom tools* are scripts or applicationgs that act directly on
the text files but are called from within zim. | kind of shortcut in
the toolbar.

Examples of tools can be found in the wiki
* A“mindmap” creation tool

o Text ,re-flow* by removing line breaks — to be used for
example after copy-pasting an email

e Download a linked website

 Move tasks from the current page to tomorrow's journal
page

e Count words by notebook sections — useful when drafting

documents like short stories 29/ 34


http://zim-wiki.org/wiki
https://github.com/jaap-karssenberg/zim-wiki/wiki/Text2mindmap-custom-tool
https://github.com/jaap-karssenberg/zim-wiki/wiki/Text2mindmap-custom-tool
https://github.com/jaap-karssenberg/zim-wiki/wiki/Text2mindmap-custom-tool

Intermezzo: What is a
mindmap ?

Common technigue to map
iInformation

Useful for brainstorming

Useful to map your own
knowledge of a topic

Uses visual memory: colors,
drawings, etc.

Manual: use a whiteboard

Software: to many choices, try
freemind as an example & scasons

30/ 34




[ Demo ]

% PI u g I n S Laat standaard plugins zien

Any cool ideas?

Plugins are one step further, especially useful to add
functions that need to modify the user interface

* Plugins are always python modules

 |n principle they can access and change any object
INn Zim

o Afew ,entry points® are defined like the window,
dialogs, and the notebook object

A long list of plugins is already included in the
package, ideas for new plugins can be found in the ,, .,
wiki



% What if you don't like
computer code ?

1) Write down and clarify your own work flow

- What is the goal, what are you trying to do?
- What are the logical steps to get there?

- What overviews would you need?
- Is it really personal, or more generally useful?
2) Discuss with others — how do they organize things?

3) Describe what you are missing step by step

Zim Is a hobby for me — the more precise you
describe what you want, the easier for me to write
some quick code

4) Help out with translations and documentation 3234
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Software should work for you, not the other
way around

Often less software I1s a better solution than
more software

Free software has ,seams” that allow you to
watch behind the screen

34 /34



